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were the Emperor's orders, but events prevented them from
being accurately carried out.

On the evening of the 25th Corbineau's division marched
towards Studzianka, passing up the left bank of the Beresina.
Castex's brigade and a few light battalions followed, and then
the bulk of the 2nd corps. "We were sorry to leave Borisoff,.
where we had passed two pleasant days. It might seem that
we had a presentiment of the troubles in store for us.

At daybreak on the 26th we were at Studzianka. No
preparations for defence were to be seen on the further bank,
so that if the Emperor had kept the pontoons which he had
burnt a few days before, the army might have crossed the
Beresina on the spot. That river, which has been imagina-
tively described as of enormous width, is at most as wide as
the Eue Royale at Paris, opposite the Ministry of Marine.
As for its depth, it will be Enough to say that the three
cavalry regiments of Corbineau's brigade had forded it with-
out any mishap three days before, and did so again. Their
horses either never lost the bottom or had at most to swim
two or three fathoms. At that moment the passage could "be
made by cavalry wagons or artillery, with slight inconveni-
ence, the chief being that troopers and drivers had the water
up to their knees, which was quite bearable, as the cold was,
unfortunately, not enough to freeze the river, and there was
little ice even floating down; a few degrees lower would
have been all the better for us. The second inconvenience
was also a result of the absence of severe cold; for the
swampy meadow on the further bank was so muddy that
saddle-horses could only cross it with difficulty, while wagons
went in up to the axletrees.

Esprit de corps is no doubt highly praiseworthy, but one
should be able to hold it in check or forget it in difficult cir-
cumstances. This was more than the artillery and engineer
commanders could do at the Beresina, Each of these corps
claimed the sole right to build the bridges, with the result
that they got in each other's way, and no progress had been
made when the Emperor arrived about noon on the 26th.
He settled the difficulty by ordering that each should buildituated below Borisoff, the less unfavourable of which                         |
